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The SO bttt of Lavw Crime control policies and criminalization are affected by
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various factors, which in some cases do not necessarily
follow public interests, and based on critical criminological
research are formulated and implemented in order to secure
the interests of ruling class. When faced with social,
political and economic crises, governments use different

e strategies in response to public opinion, one of which is the
Research and Study use of crime control mechanisms in crisis management.
This article examines the paradigm of governance through

:Article Type crime in Iran's criminal policy, focusing on economic
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crimes and disruption of the economic system. Governance

roasoe e ssssrie]  NTOUgh crime as an approach in which governments use
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6 February 2025 control, crisis management, and strengthening political
Accepted: legitimacy, has found several manifestations in Iran's

3 May 2025 criminal policy. In this regard special attention has been
Published: paid to the role of the media as a tool for legitimizing
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criminal policies, strengthening the security discourse, and
influencing public opinion. This study, using the qualitative
method and analysis of legislative, judicial and executive
discourse, and analyzing interviews of policymakers and
law enforcers in the field of macroeconomic crimes, shows
that the widespread use of tools such as strict
criminalization’s, severe punishments including execution,
and the use of mechanisms Punishment to manage economic crises has led to
a kind of authoritarian and irresponsible governance. At the same time, by
exerting pressure on the private sector in the fight against economic
corruption, these policies have had consequences such as weakening
economic competition and reducing efficiency in the economic arena.
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Extended Abstract

In recent decades, fundamental changes have occurred in the methods of
governance in contemporary societies. These changes not only involve
formal institutions and mechanisms of power, but have also penetrated more
broadly into informal, everyday, and even criminal layers. One of the
emerging and challenging concepts in this field is the idea of “governing
through crime,” a concept first proposed by Jonathan Simon in his analysis
of US criminal policies and quickly became a theoretical tool for analyzing
the expansion of social and security control in other societies. Based on this
concept and utilizing interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks, including
critical criminology, historical sociology, and Foucault’s theories of
governmentality, the present article attempts to examine the mechanisms of
governing through crime in the socio-political context of Iran. The concept of
“governing through crime” goes beyond purely criminal measures. It refers
to the ways in which governments conduct politics by highlighting security
threats, focusing on potential dangers, and using the language of crime and
punishment.

In this process, the criminal becomes not only a legal subject but also a
socio-political subject; a subject who, through repeated representation,
identification, and risk management, becomes a vital element in the
production of social order and control. In Iran, especially in the years after
the Islamic Revolution, we have witnessed fundamental changes in official
discourses, security institutions, and governance practices. Focusing on
specific historical periods, including the 1980s and beyond, the article shows
how government apparatuses have used the language of crime to define
certain political, social, or cultural actions in terms of criminal concepts.
Concepts such as “corruptor on earth,” “warrior,” and “thugs” have become
tools for naming and exclusion; tools through which governance is shaped
not only by law but also by crime. Within this framework, two key processes
can be distinguished: first, security-oriented policies that increase the
legitimacy of the political system by increasing criminalization, penal
strictness, and labeling of specific social groups. Second, the production and
reproduction of social fear through the media, official institutions, and even
public rituals of punishment, which leads to the shaping of public opinion,
the identification of “decent” citizens, and the strengthening of social
surveillance.

The findings of this study indicate that governing through crime in
Iran’s criminal policy in the field of economic crimes follows a repressive
approach, with an emphasis on severe punishments and a display of power.
Although these policies can lead to a temporary reduction in economic
crimes, they cannot have a lasting impact without reforming economic
structures and addressing the root causes.

The results of this study show that Iran’s criminal policy in dealing with
the crime of disrupting the economic system is based on suppressing
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criminals and imposing severe punishments rather than addressing the roots
and structural factors of economic corruption. This approach, which can be
considered a clear manifestation of governing through crime, emphasizes that
by victimizing a small number of economic criminals and publicizing these
actions, society will be convinced of the existence of effective and
transparent governance. Instead of reducing corruption and strengthening
economic justice, this approach has exacerbated structural problems, capital
flight, and reduced public trust in government institutions. By examining the
most important cases of macro-economic crimes and their fate, the main
message of the criminal justice system is that the problem of Iran's economic
crises is the monopolistic, profit-seeking actions of individuals who are
hostile to the system and outside the official system and governance
structures. If they are eliminated, peace will return to the economic and
political atmosphere and people's livelihoods, and a strong and immediate
response from the judicial system is necessary to resolve these crises.
However, the various waves of economic crises in Iran are accompanied by
holding numerous courts to hear the cases of those who disrupt the economic
system and those who are known to be involved in economic corruption, and
these criminals are eliminated by issuing death sentences, but the next wave
of economic crises imposes itself on people's livelihoods in a more severe
way.

Despite all the scientific and academic analyses that emphasize the need
to reform corrupt structures in which there is no transparency regarding the
performance of economic actors, especially individuals and institutions
affiliated with the governing bodies, the Iranian political and judicial systems
continue to paint a sinister picture of economic criminals to justify their
punitive actions. It seems that in the absence of a serious will to reform the
country’s economic and financial system structures, this cycle will continue.
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