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Abstract

Economic crime has affected all social levels including the
economic system and dealing with economic crime as a
global concern has been a constant concern of agents and
custodians of countries' criminal policies. Due to its
complex nature and the influence of numerous political,
economic and social factors and for this reason, it is of great
importance. Dealing with economic crime has always been
the concern of agents and those in charge of criminal
policies in countries. Iran's criminal law in combating
economic crimes from various aspects, including
determining the concept, scope and legal examples of
economic crime, meeting the conditions for the realization
of economic crime, the possibility of issuing a temporary
order in cases of economic crimes, the Jurisdiction of the
courts and the passage of time of economic crimes, is facing
with ambiguity, challenge and inefficiency. The current
research, which is based on a descriptive-analytical library
method, has dealt with the pathology of ambiguities and
challenges in the field of economic crimes. The findings
indicate that the legislator should while explaining and
revising the concept, examples and scope of economic
crime, determine the economic crime detection code and
clear the legal ambiguities that have caused confusion in the
judicial procedure; Therefore, with the aim of eliminating
confusion in the judicial procedure, suggestions have been

made to amend relevant legal articles in cases where the law has gaps or

defects.
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Extended Abstract

Economic crimes encompass various forms such as embezzlement, bribery,
smuggling, fraud, money laundering, and tax evasion, which manifest in
different ways and disrupt the economic system of a country. These crimes
not only harm the government and legal entities but also indirectly negatively
impact the public. For instance, price manipulation, reduced quality of
products and services, and tax evasion are among the indirect effects of these
crimes. At a macro level, economic crimes lead to a decline in public trust in
governance, increased business costs, unemployment, poverty, and the
weakening of the national economy.

Due to their complex nature and susceptibility to various political,
economic, and social factors, economic crimes are considered one of the
major challenges in the legal and judicial systems of countries. In Iran,
economic crimes are one of the primary issues in the legal and judicial
system, and addressing them has always been accompanied by numerous
challenges.

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
library resources, examines the challenges in confronting economic crimes in
Iran's criminal law and offers suggestions to address these challenges.

One of the main challenges is the lack of a precise and comprehensive
definition of economic crimes in Iranian laws. The legislator has used terms
such as "disruption of the economic system," "financial crime," and
"economic corruption" without providing a clear definition, leading to
ambiguity in identifying instances of economic crimes. This ambiguity has
resulted in inconsistencies in judicial procedures and differing opinions
among legal scholars and judges. Another challenge is the ambiguity in
identifying instances of economic crimes; the Islamic Penal Code of 2013
has enumerated some examples of economic crimes, but these examples are
neither complete nor precise. For instance, crimes such as stock market
crimes, monetary and banking crimes, consumer rights violations, and
environmental crimes are not included in this list.

This deficiency has caused some significant economic crimes to fall
outside the scope of criminal laws. Another challenge pertains to the
ambiguity in establishing the conditions for the realization of economic
crimes; judicial procedures are not uniform in this regard, and in some cases,
judicial decisions are influenced by the psychological climate of society or
the discretion of judicial authorities. This has led to the fate of economic
crime cases being largely dependent on the interpretation of judges.
Determining the competent authority to adjudicate economic crimes is
another significant challenge; in some cases, disagreements between public
courts and revolutionary courts have led to prolonged litigation and
difficulties in handling economic crime cases. Additionally, Iran's criminal
law faces ambiguities and deficiencies regarding the statute of limitations
and the possibility of issuing interim orders in economic crimes; although the
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Islamic Penal Code has disregarded the statute of limitations for some
economic crimes, this issue is accompanied by ambiguities. For example, it
is unclear whether the criterion for determining the amount of economic
crimes is the time of the crime or the time of the complaint. This ambiguity
has caused discrepancies in judicial procedures. Furthermore, the Criminal
Procedure Code does not explicitly provide for the issuance of interim orders
in economic crimes. This shortcoming has led to difficulties in some cases in
preventing payments or enforcing legal rulings related to economic crimes.

To address the aforementioned challenges, several suggestions have
been proposed to the legislator; for instance, the legislator should provide a
precise and comprehensive definition of economic crimes to eliminate
existing ambiguities in identifying instances of economic crimes. It should
comprehensively and accurately enumerate instances of economic crimes so
that crimes such as stock market crimes, monetary and banking crimes, and
environmental crimes are also covered by criminal laws. It should clearly
define the conditions for the realization of economic crimes to standardize
judicial procedures in this regard. It should precisely determine the
competent authority to adjudicate economic crimes to prevent disagreements
between public and revolutionary courts. It should clearly specify the
criterion for determining the amount of economic crimes and the time of
their assessment to prevent discrepancies in judicial procedures. It should
explicitly provide for the issuance of interim orders in economic crimes to
prevent issues in halting payments or enforcing legal rulings related to
economic crimes. Only then can we hope to effectively confront economic
crimes and maintain the integrity of the country's economic system.
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